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During the past five years, thanks to innovative universities and educational projects from around the world, the Open Educational Resources (OER) movement has appeared and grown rapidly, addressing major educational issues such as the "knowledge divide" and access for all to relevant information. Opening Access to Education, by sharing high quality courses and training material is now considered as a necessity by major Universities and International Organizations, such as the OECD or UNESCO. OER represents a tremendous opportunity for youth, teachers, schools, NGOs, governments and any entity or citizen involved in the field of education and vocational training around the World. The quantity as well as the quality of available resources are exponentials. It is time to sensitize everyone. 

In this context the OER dgCommunity drives a Community Awareness & Sensitization project focusing on the use and remix of Open Education Resources in Developing Countries. Therefore, we have just released a free OER Introduction Booklet and are planning to offer free Webinars introducing the concept of Open Educational Resources and its potential to serve Education and Development programmes and practitioners. 

First two sessions will happen on Monday December 3, 2007 – 8 am Washington DC time and Friday December 14, 2007 – 8 am Washington DC time. To register for the next Webinar session, please contact Thomas Bekkers: tbekkers@dgfoundation.org introducing your profile and your motivation to follow the Webinar. 

The Booklet and the Webinar both provide: 
- a definition of Open Educational Resources, 
- an introduction to Open licenses and Standards, 
- an introduction to the Production and Distribution of OER, 
- a list of OER content repositories, search engines and projects. 

This project directly serves the OER dgCommunity main objective, which is to sensitize Development practitioners and citizens to Open Educational Resources, for the benefit of all. The Booklet and the Webinar are also to be considered as gateways for beginners to major OER projects, content repositories and search engines. An important part of its content introduces third part initiatives and portals in the domain of Open Education. 

Please feel free to use and remix widely the BETA version of the Booklet and subscribe for Webinars by visiting resources associated to this highlight.  (link word “highlight” to http://topics.developmentgateway.org/openeducation/highlights/viewHighlight.do~activeHighlightId=114598?intcmp=519  )

- OER Introduction Booklet - Version BETA 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/rc/filedownload.do?itemId=1120738&intcmp=519 

- First OER Introduction Webinars: Subscribe now 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/openeducation/rc/ItemDetail.do~1120728?intcmp=519 

- OER Introduction Booklet and Webinars discussion forum 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/openeducation/discussion/default/showDiscussion.do~id=5363?intcmp=519
